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视野和主动的国际化改革进程，既与 20 世纪 80 年代之后的世界高等教育国际化
具有同步性，也是中国高等教育创建世界一流大学和长远发展的一种必然选择。 













































































Internationalization is a primary issue in higher education study, for the reason 
that it is becoming a common practice for the world-wide higher education. 
Internationalization has led to the transformation in the university development in the 
world arena. The importance of internationalization is even more protruding for 
China’s higher education for the fact that China is proactively on the way of 
developing world-class universities. China’s outward attempt is synchronizing with 
the internationalization in her outside world since 1980s for it is the way that will lead 
China’s universities to the world class rank on a long term basis. 
It’s on this rationale that this study takes conceptual analysis as its analytical 
perspective in order to unveil the development approaches of internationalization of 
higher education in the U. S. A., Europe, Japan and China, the societal changes in 
world arena, impacts of internationalization upon higher education and institutions. 
The observation is mainly focused on the period since 1980s, when China’s higher 
education initiated its outward endeavor after open-door national policy. Based on 
literature analysis, the study is able to depict a clear picture of internationalization of 
higher education in the four countries and region, and further, come up with its major 
conclusions. There are four parts in the study: 
The first part is the conceptual analysis based respectively on literature review in 
the context of the U. S. A., Europe, Japan and China, on which bases, the study puts 
forward its definition. The definition, along with the rationales, strategies and 
activities of internationalization constitute the analytical framework for the following 
chapters. 
The second part is the major section of this study. It unveils the 
internationalization of higher education in the U. S. A., Europe, Japan and China. 
Historical analysis and campus initiatives are the major focus for the analysis of 
America. Polity-driven internationalization or Europeanization is the focus for the 














perspective and campus practice are focuses for both Japan and China. Reform in 
institution and mechanism is a consistent focus in observation and analysis.  
The third part is a comparison of altogether nine internationalization indices 
developed for assessing the internationalization development in the above-mentioned 
countries and region. The purpose of the comparison is to find out the different 
practices of internationalization: China emphasizes on accumulation of international 
resources; the U. S. A. stresses on the quality of international resources and 
integrating the international resources into university system; Japan encourages the 
favorable and friendly mechanisms to recruit and host international resources. With 
existing ample international resources, internationalization in Europe and America is 
on the orientation of enhancing the attraction and competitiveness of domestic higher 
education to the world. China needs to put forward a rational approach by taking 
both rationale and goal into consideration for further internationalization by 
maximizing the use of international resources in balanced endeavor in both academic 
innovation and educational development. 
The fourth and the last part are the findings of this study as follows:  
1. Internationalization since 1980s has carried on new characteristics, 
demonstrated in the rationales and goals. 
2. Academic-pursuit and profit-oriented perspectives are used to differentiate the 
internationalization practices. Academic improvements are still the norm for 
internationalization of higher education and constitute the foundation for 
profit-oriented endeavor.  
3. Internationalization has led to the reformation and transformation of higher 
education especially in university running, attribute of knowledge, and administrative 
mechanism. Awareness of these changes is the basis for further strategies related with 
internationalization of higher education, especially in China. 
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